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Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
Hadrian Lett, Acolyte 

 

 
Welcome                          Mr. Rex Bynum 

 

Prelude                    No One Ever Cared for Me Like Jesus            Charles S. Weigle 
Michelle Lambert, Pianist 

*Call to Worship   (Responsive Reading) 

Leader:  You are like mustard seeds. Praise be to God for the wonders that are hidden within 
  you, yet to be uncovered and grow! 
People:  Mustard seeds? That doesn’t sound like much. They are just something to be thrown 
  down in the dirt. What’s so good about being mustard seeds? 
Leader:  Within each of you are wondrous gifts and talents that you haven’t found yet. Be  
  patient and wait. God will reveal those gifts and you will discover the many ways in 
  which you are called to serve. You may be those who offer shelter and nurture for  
  others who feel lost and alienated. Just wait and be ready! 
People: God, give us patience and help us to wait for you to work within us. 
Leader:  You are yeast! Praise be to God for the wonders that are hidden within you, yet to  
  grow! 
People:  Yeast? It is a mysterious thing, using sugar and sweetness to help it grow. Why in the 
  world would God call us yeast? 
Leader:  Energy and joy abide within you! You may be those who influence people, who invite 
  them to open their hearts to God. One thing is for sure, you will transform people’s 
  lives in God’s name. 
People:  Lord, give us patience and help us to be ready to work for you! 
Leader:  You are treasures of great value. Praise be to God for the wonders that are hidden  
  within you, yet to be discovered! 
People:  Treasures! Now that’s more like it! We are already special! 
Leader:  The luster that you have is only the beginning of things. Your deep and abiding faith 
  will lead others to new lives of hope and courage. 
People: Help us, O Lord, not to get too impressed with ourselves. Give us hearts that focus on 
  others in your name. 
Leader:  Come this day and discover who God calls you to be. 
People:   We come, O Lord, offering our praise and our prayers to you in confidence of your 
  abiding presence and creative intention within each one of us. AMEN. 

Opening Hymn #98    To God Be the Glory     TO GOD BE THE GLORY 

To God be the glory, great things he hath done!  So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 
who yielded his life an atonement for sin, and opened the life-gate that all may go in. 
 

Refrain: 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son, and give him the glory, great things he hath done! 

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, to every believer the promise of God; 
the vilest offender who truly believes, that moment from Jesus a pardon receives. (Refrain) 

Great things he hath taught us, great things he hath done, and great our rejoicing thru Jesus the Son; 
but purer, and higher, and greater will be our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. (Refrain) 



 *Opening Prayer (Unison Prayer) 

God of surprising love, you have called us to be your treasures, to be those who love and serve 
you by helping meet the needs of others. Jesus reminded us that we were like mustard seeds 
that could grow into mighty shelters for those who felt abandoned; that we were like yeast 
placed in flour which causes the whole dough to rise and to be fruitful for the nourishment of 
God’s people, that we are also nets, cast into the unknown sea, gathering people for the Lord 
that they might be healed and saved. You place so much hope and trust in us. Please help us 
not to fail you. We bring before you this day persons and situations which need your healing 
love. Help us to be vehicles of that word for these dear ones. Give us courage and empower us 
to serve you boldly and joyfully, for it is in the healing love of Christ that we offer this prayer. 
Amen. 

Affirmation of Faith #881 - The Apostles’ Creed   
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;  

and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate  

was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand  

of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge  
the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.   

(*universal) 

Gloria Patri #70                                         MEINEKE 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning,   
is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

Special Music     Lord, I Want to Be a Christian                     LORD, I WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN 

Savannah Grantham, Soloist 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 

Scripture Lesson                             Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52 

Sermon                                      Seeds of Faith ~Part Three                        Rev. David Morris 
(Sermon Series) 

Closing Hymn #408       The Gift of Love      GIFT OF LOVE 

Though I may speak with bravest fire, and have the gift to all inspire, 

 and have not love, my words are vain, as sounding brass, and hopeless gain. 

Though I may give all I possess, and striving so my love profess, 
 but not be given by love within, the profit soon turns strangely thin. 

Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, our spirits long to be made whole, 
 let inward love guide every deed; by this we worship, and are freed. 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

Doxology #94 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below:  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Benediction 

Postlude           Sheep May Safely Graze        J. S. Bach 
Michelle Lambert, Pianist 
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